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10th September 2022 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Welcome to the new school year! 
 
Can I begin by saying a huge thank you for the kindness and the warm welcome that many of 
you have given to me on the gate or on the social airwaves.  I honestly feel remarkably lucky 
to have been given the privileged opportunity to lead this wonderful community forward.  I 
am absorbing everything, listening to everyone and am committed to doing all I can to 
continue the Parkfield journey towards making us the best school possible – thank you for all 
your support and partnership work as we move forwards together.  One aspect of that is to 
commit to updating you more regularly with news and information about our progress and 
developments.  So here we go!! 

• The Queen.  Thursday’s news was obviously a huge and significant moment in our 
national journey and history.  The next couple of weeks are going to be a moment in 
our lives that every generation will connect with and remember forever.  As a school 
we will of course be responding to this and marking the occasion with dignity, humility 
and respect for the incredible service that Her Majesty gave to the country.  No matter 
your views on the monarchy, the Queen represented service, dignity and respect to all 
that mirror the values that we expect all at Parkfield to emulate.  We are awaiting 
further information from the DfE regarding guidance for how schools will contribute to 
this national commemoration and I will of course update you as we become more 
informed.  As of today, the two Parkfield flagpoles have been updated with two Union 
Jack flags which will fly at half mast for the duration of the national mourning. 

• Welcome to all new members of our community!  Parkfield is a generous, welcoming 
and supportive community and I would like to welcome every new family and 
individual who has joined us at the beginning of this year.  I can’t wait to meet you all 
and begin to know more about all of your lives – both the ‘newbies’ and the old 
hands!! 

• Open Evening and Early Closure.  On Thursday 22nd September from 4pm to 7pm we 
are holding an Open Evening specifically for parents of children who may choose to 
come to us in Year Seven in 2023.  In order to prepare and get the school ready for this 
we are closing at 1.30pm on that day.  Hot school meals will be served as normal and 
some children will be invited back for the evening to help us to showcase the best of 
Parkfield to interested families.  Please share and encourage friends and family to 
come along and see what we are about! 

• INSET day.  On Friday 23rd September the school will be closed for one of our staff 
training days. 

• Year 7 Information Evening.  There was an event scheduled in the diary for a Year 7 
Parents’ Information evening on Thursday 15th September.  I have taken the decision to 
cancel this evening as it will effectively be a repeat of the evening we held in July.  If 
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you have any specific questions you would like answered then please contact the 
school and direct your enquiry to your child’s community leader. 

• New school film and photo permissions.  Have you seen our new school film yet?  It’s a 
banger!!  It was a privilege going around before summer and seeing the vast range of 
opportunities that are on offer to all our learners here at Parkfield, however there were 
many children who could not be included because we have not received permission 
for them to be in photos or film.  I know that there are very valid reasons for some 
children not to be included in any images in print or online, and we will always respect 
that, however I believe that there are also many children here who you may wish to be 
included in photos to share and celebrate our practice, but you just haven’t ticked the 
box on the form.  I will be sending out a letter next week asking for you to grant 
permissions for us to share your child’s image – in most cases this will simply be on the 
website so that you can see them learning in school.  I would be grateful if you could 
consider granting permission if you have not done so.  No child will ever be individually 
identified in images we choose to use – you can see the film and get a sense of how 
we may choose to celebrate our community accordingly here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqfKiQJX-eA 

• Contacting school. If you would like to contact school for any reason (and we always 
encourage you to discuss issues with us, however small, before they become bigger 
issues…) then please contact your child’s class or community leader in the first instance.  
If you are not sure who that is, then please contact the office and they will direct you to 
the right person.  Contact details are at the top of this page. 

• Uniform.  We have a uniform policy that ensures that everyone at Parkfield looks smart 
and is able to feel connected to and a part of our community.  Please ensure that your 
children come to school wearing the right clothing/shoes to support us to be the best 
we can be.  www.parkfieldschool.org/parents/uniform 

• Parents and Friends Association. We have a wonderful PFA at Parkfield who support us 
in many ways, principally in putting on additional activities that enrich our children’s 
lives and raise money for extras that the school budget may not stretch to.  They are 
ALWAYS looking for more volunteers and support – please consider throwing your hat 
into the ring!!  Contact the school office if you would like to be put into contact with the 
team and offer some time, however small or large that may be. 

• Would you like to volunteer to help learning here?  There are many occasions in the 
year (especially as we are now emerging from the difficulties of Covid), where we will 
benefit from parent volunteers.  That could be school trips, listening to readers, 
supporting at events etc.  If you would be interested in helping us in any way, please 
contact the school office so that we can proactively run the checks that are necessary 
to legally allow you to come into school and work alongside our children.  If we get the 
checks done now, you will be free to help when the occasion arises!!  Thank you in 
advance for every volunteer – you ALL make a difference! 

• Nut Free school.  There are children in our community whose life is literally at risk if they 
come into contact with nuts.  Can I remind you all and respectfully ask you to ensure 
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that your children’s packed lunches and snacks do not contain any nuts when they 
bring them into school. 

• Whole School Assembly.  On Wednesday this week we brought the whole school 
together for an assembly for the first time in ages and it was magnificent!!  We will be 
doing this at least once a half term and it is a wonderful moment to share and 
celebrate the whole community that we are.  Here’s a picture of the beautiful moment: 

 

If you’re still reading, well done and thank you for your commitment!!  Parkfield is a truly 
special place and together we can make great things happen.  Once again, I am very 
grateful for your support, encouragement and kindness.  Have a fantastic weekend and I look 
forward to seeing everyone back on Monday morning. 

With my best wishes, 
 
Jeremy 
Headteacher 
 
#teamparkfield 
#loveisallyouneed 
#onestepatatime 


